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that “Gaev” derives from “Gaius”, forename of Caligula, who seated in the 
Senate the horse from which Simeonov-Pishchik claims descent? Other, more 
plausible roots suggest themselves, together exposing the futility of the 
exercise. Peace pursues his decoding most thoroughly, but with no sense of 
critical proportion and occasional major lapses of general sensitivity. For 
example, when Masha in Act IV of Three Sisters asks, “Is my man here?” surely 
she means Vershinin, not Kulygin? 

The book has a short Conclusion and twenty-five pages of Notes that amount 
to an excellent bibliography. As a whole, it will be a useful concordance for 
students, provided it is recommended in a spirit of criticism and of scepticism 
towards received literary ‘truths’. 
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